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CONNECTING WITH GOD’S POWER: POWER OVER GREED

Luke 12:13-21

In THE HIGH PRICE OF MATERIALISM, Tim Kasser offers a scientific explanation of how our contemporary culture of consumerism and materialism affects our everyday happiness and psychological health.  Drawing on a decade’s worth of empirical data, Kasser examines what happens when we organize our lives around materialistic pursuits.  He looks at the effects on our internal experience and interpersonal relationships, as well as on our communities and the world at large.  He shows that materialistic values actually undermine our well-being, as they maintain feelings of insecurity, weaken interpersonal ties, and make us feel less free.  Jim Hightower calls this situation - LIFESTYLES OF THE RICH AND CRANKY.

To connect with God’s power over greed we must understand what greed is, how greed differs from desire, and what steps can be taken to overcome the power of greed.

I.  WHAT IS THE ____________________ DEFINITION OF GREED?

II.  HOW DOES GREED DIFFER FROM ____________________?

III.  WHY IS GREED A ____________________?

IV.  HOW DO WE EXERCISE GOD’S ____________________ OVER GREED?

Greed offers a dangerous detour on the road to the abundant life promised by Jesus.  Greed delivers the opposite of what it promises; stress rather than ease, anxiety rather than security, depression rather than happiness, loneliness rather than community, and a diminished quality of life.

Greed can never deliver the “abundant life” Jesus came to give.

The abundant life is found in a relationship with Jesus Christ.







~ Dr. Phil Lineberger
