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SERMON NOTES

October 14, 2007
THE MIND OF GOD IN THE QUESTIONS OF JESUS:

CAN YOU DRINK OF THE CUP I DRINK?

Mark 10:35-40

In the metaphors of the CUP and BAPTISM, Jesus is pointing out to James and John that the way to greatness in his kingdom is not, as they think, by a mere decree and grant of Jesus, but by way of deepest humility.  This is due to the spiritual nature of his kingdom, which makes it the reverse of earthly kingdoms in many ways.

WHY IS DRINKING THE CUP OF JESUS AND BEING BAPTIZED WITH HIS BAPTISM SO DIFFICULT FOR AMERICAN CHRISTIANS TODAY?

I.  MOST PEOPLE WANT A _______________-BENEFIT _______________-COST RELIGION

II.  IF YOU WANT TO FOLLOW JESUS IT WILL _________________

James and John were guilty of pride.  They were not guilty, however, of a lack of faith in and commitment to Jesus.  Maybe that is why, whenever something significant happened in Jesus’ ministry, these two brothers were there.  We don’t know if they got their special place in heaven, but we know that wherever Jesus is, James and John are there too.  

Jesus is asking each one who names His name as Savior and Lord to lay down his or her life - his or hear dreams and ambitions - and take up JESUS’ BIG, HAIRY, AUDACIOUS GOAL of A KINGDOM WHERE JESUS REIGNS IN EVERY HEART.

                                               


            ~ Dr. Phil Lineberger

